
POLI-385: International Security

Monday and Wednesday, 1:00-2:15
Room: Public Policy 354

Instructor: Charles Martin-Shields
charmart@umbc.edu

Office: Public Policy 358
 

Office hours: 
Monday 11:00-1:00

Wednesday 11:00-1:00, 2:30-3:00

As globalization, economic interconnectivity, and the boom in technology has brought 
the world closer together we are simultaneously experiencing an increased risk of 
violent conflict and insecurity.  This course will cover contemporary international security 
issues, moving away from the Cold War-era concepts of bi-polarity  and mutually 
assured destruction, and focus instead on the emerging threats of civil war, state 
collapse, and transnational terrorism.  We will look at these through institutional, military 
and economic lenses to better understand how complex social and political dynamics 
shape policy and responses to international security  threats.  The class will be 
structured as a lecture and discussion, with guest speakers to be announced as they 
are available.  Students should expect to develop  their critical reasoning and 
comparative analytic skills, gain experience briefing on complex subject matter, and 
produce quality written work under pressure.

Required books and readings:

Crocker, Hampson and Aall. (2007). Leashing the Dogs of War: Conflict Management in 
a Divided World. USIP Press: Washington, D.C. [LtDoW]

Collier and Sambanis. (2005). Understanding Civil War. World Bank: Washington, D.C. 
[UCW]

Other readings available online as noted

Note: Discussions will often be framed around current events.  Be sure you’re reading 
the news.  Good sources include The Economist, the New York Times, the Washington 
Post, the Wall Street Journal and the Guardian.  All can be found online.  You need not 
read exhaustively, but check the headlines in the morning!



Grading:
The course will have three assignments and a participation grade.  It is essential that 
you attend all classes, since discussion and lecture can be used in answering questions 
on the midterm and final.  As well, much of the learning that will occur will happen in 
class during discussions among us and during visits from outside experts.

Midterm: 20%
This will be given in class, and will be timed to 45 minutes.  The goal for me is to make 
sure everyone is keeping up, as well as challenge you to be able to produce a well 
reasoned answer to a question under time and resource pressure.

Briefing: 20%
During the term teams will be assigned a chapter from Understanding Civil War and be 
required to give a 15 minute briefing on the case study  to the class.  These briefings 
should be concise, and explain the reasons for violence or conflict outbreak in the 
country that chapter focuses on.  Teams will be able to meet with me ahead of time to 
prepare briefings.  We will discuss details further in class.

Final: 50%
This will be a take home exam comprising a set of essays of about 3 pages each.  You 
will have a selection of six questions and choose four to answer, worth 25% each.  This 
will be submitted via email on the data listed in the syllabus.

Participation: 10%
I take participation seriously.  Engaging in discussion, asking questions and providing 
good commentary demonstrates that you are learning the material, and doing the 
readings.  It also makes the classroom a more enjoyable place to learn, and many of 
the best lessons from readings come out during debates with you peers.  You are able 
to miss three classes; after three classes your grade will drop  by a letter.  If you miss 
more than three you will need to meet with me to discuss your situation.

What makes an...
A: Work demonstrates analytic and intellectual value well above the expected level.  
The student has drawn on current events to perform either a comparison between 
writers or to explore a particular theoretical theme at greater depth.  The student clearly 
has a firm grasp on the material, and can put it to use explaining an event. (90-100)

B: Like an ‘A’, this work goes beyond the basic expected level of effort and shows some 
analytic capacity.  The comparative or deeper exploration may not be as well developed 
as ‘A’ work, but is going beyond just learning the lessons from the readings. (80-89)

C: The student has done the expected work, but has not demonstrated interest in going 
beyond just learning the concepts in the readings.  Satisfactory effort. (70-79)
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D: The student’s work demonstrates either a lack of understanding of the material or a 
lack of effort to do satisfactory work.  The student should expect to touch base with the 
professor to assess performance and see if improvement can be made. (60-69)

F: The student either did not attend class or produced no work that demonstrated any 
knowledge or understanding of the content. (59 and below)

NOTE: There is very little due during the semester that must be produced outside 
of class.  The only thing with that must be turned in is the final exam; there will be 
no extensions and half a letter grade will be deducted for each day the final is 
late.

Academic Integrity:
This comes straight from the undergraduate student council:
What constitutes ‘cheating’:

-Working on an assignment with others when the instructor asked for individual work, or
-Receiving unauthorized help on an assignment, or 
-Getting questions or answers from someone who has already taken a test or exam, or
-Copying from another student during a test or exam with or without that student’s 
knowledge, or 
-Using unauthorized material (e.g., an instructor’s manual) to fulfill an assignment, or
-Using unauthorized crib notes or cheat sheets during a test or exam, or
-Using unauthorized aids (e.g., calculator), or 
-Altering a graded test, exam, or paper and submitting it for regrading, or 
-Asking someone else to take a test or exam in place of the enrolled student, or 
-Cheating on a test or exam in any other way, or 
-Any other action defined as cheating in the class syllabus by the Faculty Member.

Please don’t plagiarize, cheat, or otherwise skirt the system.  Those caught doing so will  
receive a failing grade on the assignment and be reported to the department.
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Part 1: Classical Security 

Weds. 29 Aug.
The Melian Dialogue: Thycidides 
Available at: https://www.mtholyoke.edu/acad/intrel/melian.htm

Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy: Political Realism in International Relations. 
Available at: http://plato.stanford.edu/entries/realism-intl-relations/

Mon. 3 Sept.
Machiavelli - Overview of The Prince
Available at: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Prince

Clausewitz - Overview of On War
Available at: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/On_War#Synopsis

Weds. 5 Sept.
Sun Tzu - Overview of The Art of War
Available at: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Art_of_War

Intro: Leashing the Dogs of War pp. 3-16

Part 2: Global Sources of Conflict and Challenges to Security

Mon. 10 Sept. 
Brown: New Global Dangers. Leashing the Dogs of War (LtDoW). pp. 39-52

Ngaruko and Nkurunziza: Civil War and Its Duration in Burundi. Understanding Civil 
War (UCW). pp. 35-62

Weds. 12 Sept.
Levy: International Sources of Interstate and Intrastate War. LtDoW. pp. 17-38

Ngaruko and Nkurunziza con’t

Mon. 17 Sept.
Crenshaw: Terrorism and Global Security. LtDoW. pp. 67-82

Ngaruko and Nkurunziza con’t

Weds. 19 Sept.
Mansfield and Snyder: Turbulent Transitions: Why Emerging Democracies Go to 
War? LtDoW. pp.161-176
Group 1 Briefing

4

https://www.mtholyoke.edu/acad/intrel/melian.htm
https://www.mtholyoke.edu/acad/intrel/melian.htm
http://plato.stanford.edu/entries/realism-intl-relations/
http://plato.stanford.edu/entries/realism-intl-relations/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Prince
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Prince
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/On_War#Synopsis
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/On_War#Synopsis
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Art_of_War
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Art_of_War


Mon. 24 Sept.
Collier: Economic Causes of Civil Conflict and Their Implications for Policy. LtDoW. 
pp. 197-218

Ndikumana and Emizet: The Economics of Civil War: The Case of the Democratic 
Republic of Congo. UCW. pp.63

Weds. 26 Sept.
Gleditsch: Environmental Change, Security and Conflict. LtDoW. pp. 177-196

Ndikumana and Emizet con’t

Part 3: The Use of Force

Mon. 1 Oct.
Freedman: Using Force for Peace in an Age of Terror. LtDoW. pp. 245-264

Ndikumana and Emizet con’t

Weds. 3 Oct.
Urquhart: Limits on the Use of Force. LtDoW. pp. 265-276
Group 2 Briefing

Mon. 8 Oct.
O’Hanlon: Expanding Global Military Capacity to Save Lives with Force. LtDoW. pp. 
319-334

Jentleson: Yet Again: Humanitarian Intervention and the Challenges of “Never 
Again.” LtDoW. pp. 277-298

Zinn: Theory Versus Reality: Civil War Onset and Avoidance in Nigeria Since 1960. 
UCW. pp.89-122

Weds. 10 Oct.
Art and Cronin: Coercive Diplomacy. LtDoW. pp. 299-318
Zinn con’t

Mon. 15 Oct.
Midterm Review

Zinn con’t

Weds. 17 Oct.
Group 3 Briefing
MIDTERM
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Part 4: Statecraft, Diplomacy and Soft Power

Mon. 22 Oct.
Crocker: The Place of Grand Strategy, Statecraft, and Power in Conflict 
Management. LtDoW. pp. 355-368

Kinmenyi and Ndung’u: Sporadic Ethnic Violence: Why Has Kenya Not Experienced 
a Full-Blown Civil War? UCW pp. 123-156

Weds. 24 Oct.
Nye: The Place of Soft Power in State-Based Conflict Management. LtDoW. pp. 
389-400

Kinmenyi and Ndung’u con’t

Mon. 29 Oct.
Kritz: The Rule of Law in Conflict Management. LtDoW. pp. 401-424

Kinmenyi and Ndung’u con’t

Weds. 31 Oct.
Zartman and Touval: International Mediation. LtDoW. pp. 437-454
Group 4 Briefing

Part 5: Uses and Limits of Institutions

Mon. 5. Nov.
Mingst and Karns: The United Nations and Conflict Management: Relevant or 
Irrelevant? LtDoW. pp. 497-520

Humphreys and Mohamed: Senegal and Mali. UCW pp. 247-302

Weds. 7 Nov.
Diehl: New Roles for Regional Organizations. LtDoW. pp. 535-554

Humphreys and Mohamed con’t

Mon. 12 Nov.
Chigas: Capacities and Limits of NGOs and Conflict Managers. LtDoW. pp. 553-582

Humphreys and Mohamed con’t
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Part 6: Uses and Limits of Governance in Security

Weds. 14 Nov.
Ottaway: Is Democracy the Answer? LtDoW. pp. 603-618
Group 5 Briefing

Mon. 19 Nov.
Marten: Is Stability the Answer? LtDoW. pp. 619-636

Weds. 21 Nov.
Hampson and Mendeloff: Intervention and the Nation Building Debate. LtDoW. pp. 
679-700

Part 7: Technology

Mon. 26 Nov.
Dorn: Tools of the Trade: Monitoring and Surveillance Technologies in UN 
Peacekeeping. Available online: http://www.walterdorn.org/pdf/
ToolsOfTheTrade_Dorn_UN_Sept2007.pdf

Hanis: Drones for Human Rights. Available online: http://www.nytimes.com/
2012/01/31/opinion/drones-for-human-rights.html

Weds. 28 Nov.
Meier: Bridging Multiple Divides in Early Warning and Response. Availalble at: http://
irevolution.files.wordpress.com/2010/10/meier-isa-2008-icts-and-ew.pdf

7Morozov: How the Net Aids Dictatorships. Video available at: http://www.ted.com/
talks/evgeny_morozov_is_the_internet_what_orwell_feared.html

Mon. 3 Dec.
Review: Parts 1 and 2

Weds. 5 Dec.
Review: Parts 3 and 4

Mon. 10 Dec.
Review: Parts 5 and 6

Weds. 12 Dec.

Study day (in-class optional)

Final: Take home, Due December 19 by 5:00PM
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